
Over 70% of CDBG is dedicated to support housing recovery.

$2B in Homeowners grants have been paid to over 28,000 applicants.

Over 40% of the grants went to persons of low-mod income (consistent with 
the actual % low-mod population on the Coast).  

In addition to HAP, the State has committed $1B in funding to subsidize the 
development of low income housing through public housing authorities, 
restoration and construction of low income rental units, development of 
workforce housing and mortgage assistance.  

Public housing authorities have more units online today than they managed 
pre-Katrina.  2,415 currently online – 1,981 pre-K.  It is projected that we’ll 
have 1,000 more units than pre-K when complete.   

Success is in the numbers.  382 FEMA Travel Trailers remain statewide 
(209 in the 3 Coast counties) ---  Down from over 40,000.

HUD rescinded 3 of MS’s 5 low-mod waivers because HUD has determined
that the State will meet low-mod requirements and the waivers are no longer 
needed. 

Are there remaining challenges – yes.  We will continue to look at ways to 
address remaining gaps and take proper action.

Example:  Governor identified the need for additional housing vouchers and
successfully lobbied for an increase in $30M in vouchers for a total of $80M
in new vouchers for Katrina-Rita states.  There is plenty of rental stock on 
the Coast but need vouchers to help address affordability gap that cannot be 
addressed with one-time CDBG funds.  

We just signed a contract this week to use the MS Case Management 
Consortium (Marsh Meeks Kelly) to work with families to help them 
through the voucher application process.  

Also, 2 housing initiatives were announced this month.  1.  A program to 
restore rental housing in old-traditional neighborhoods, south of I-10.  This 
program will address blight in these communities and provide rental units of 
very low income (below 50% AMI).  2.  Low income/ Elderly assisted living



program.  We are accepting applications for projects that will provide low 
income assisted living units.

JOBS- It is crucial now more than ever to also invest in job creating 
initiatives.  The Port will provide thousands of jobs (ILA union jobs, high 
minority %).  

We have the resources to do both.  

Bullet points in the letter:

1. The 52% cited for housing investment is inaccurate.  It does not count 
the $440M investment to defray the huge increases in utility bills and 
windpool insurance premiums after Katrina (benefits the poor more 
than anyone else).  Also, does not include the $640M for 
water/wastewater infrastructure to support new housing development. 
You can’t have new housing development on septic tanks!

2. Last bullet:  Our housing programs have been impacted by the 
national economy.  Fact of the matter:  We commissioned an 
independent, 3rd party housing study that shows that even with the 
effects of the economy, the Coast will have pre-Katrina housing stock 
levels by mid 2011 (important to note that population recovery is 
currently only around 94%).  There is currently an oversupply.  


